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Waterbeach Parish Council News
Spring 2011

At the meeting on February 1st, Michael Williamson was elected Chairman in the place of Peter
Johnson. Peter felt that, due to work commitments, he had to relinquish the role of Chairman.

Michael is not new to the role, having served two three-year terms in the past. Commenting on
Peter’s departure and his election he said “Peter
and I are on opposite sides politically, but we
always agreed to leave party politics outside the
door of the Parish Council. I believe that we
succeeded in doing so. I am pleased that Peter
is remaining on the Parish Council and I hope
that he will continue to make a valuable
contribution for a long time to come.”

In response, Peter commented “Thanks to all the
Members of the Parish Council, the Clerk and
the Ground Staff for their support while I was
Chairman and for understanding why I had to
relinquish the position. I intend to continue as a
Parish Councillor for as long as people want me"

Your total Council tax bill includes a number of
components of which that determined by the
Parish Council, the Parish Precept, is just one.
At their meeting in February the Council agreed
to set a precept that will mean that there will be
no change in the bill for householders in 2011-
2012.
This actually means that, because of the new
houses being built in the village, and other
changes to the rules, the Parish income will rise
by £5,160.
Contact us for more details of how we plan to
use the money we raise.

Following extensive informal consultation, the
County Council has produced a set of
proposals for new waiting restrictions in the
village. Most of them have been requested by
residents and are at some of the places where
inconsiderate parking can cause dangers to
other road users.
The maps should be appearing soon on lamp
posts around the village, but you can also see
them on the Parish Council web-site.
Do have a look and tell us what you think.
An issue that came up in the Parish Plan and
has been a matter of concern for many years is
the problem of crossing Chapel Street,
especially near the Pharmacy where many of
those who are less fleet of foot have real
problems.
What may appear to be the simple solution of a
pedestrian crossing has been ruled out by the
Highways engineers, mainly on the grounds of
poor visibility and traffic speeds.
Plans for an engineering solution, including two
mini-roundabouts were considered at three

meetings of the Parish Council Highways
committee. However, it was decided that, due to
the cost (around £40,000), which would have to
be met by the Parish, and because we were not
totally convinced it was the right solution, we
would shelve the proposals for the time being.
Meanwhile, we will look into a ‘soft’ solution
which it is hoped will reduce traffic speeds
without major engineering. We shall keep you in
touch with how the proposals are viewed by the
experts.

The library will be closed from April 11th to
29th for electrical work.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page for up-
to-date news of what is happening, including
news of new books. You can get there from
the link on the Parish Council web-site.
Volunteers are still needed, especially on
Fridays. Please contact us if you can help.
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This publication is one of a series of Newsletters produced by Waterbeach Parish Council aiming to tell residents about what the Council does. Thanks to Waterbeach
Community Association and the distribution team of Beach News for ensuring this publication gets to every house in the village. Any views expressed are those of the
Parish Council and not of Waterbeach Community Association nor of the Beach News editorial team .

Your County and District Councillors
Cambridgeshire County Councillor (also represents Landbeach and Milton)

Michael Williamson. Tel: 01223 860899 email: michael@michaelandjane.org.uk
South Cambridgeshire District Councillors (also represent Landbeach)

James Hockney Tel: 01223 861419 email: cllr.hockney@scambs.gov.uk
Peter Johnson  Tel: 01223 560918 email: cllr.johnson@scambs.gov.uk

Contacting the Council
www.waterbeach.org.uk

Your Parish Councillors are:
Michael Williamson (Chairman - 860899)

Alan Ball (vice-Chairman - 570814)
Barbara Bull (861774)     Bill Bullivant (862506)  Janet Cornwell (861276)
Kate Grant (511455)     Martin Howlett (861076) Peter Johnson (560918)
Norma Kay (862937)     Agnes Lloyd (862577) Jacqui Rabbett (860993)
David Smart (861482) Christine Smith (507087) Jane Williamson (440751)
        Adrian Wright (861846)

All phone numbers are area code 01223. Councillors can also be contacted by a standard email address
which is firstname.surname@waterbeach.org.uk. For example, alan.ball@waterbeach.org.uk. You can also
contact the Clerk, Mrs. Sarah Smart at Barton Ley, Bannold Drove, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9QQ.
Tel & fax: 01223 440018, email council@waterbeach.org.uk

It is really good that our new community facility, the Tillage Hall, is very close to completion.
Interest from the village community is growing, and there have been many enquiries from
residents about using it for their events and activities.
I spoke to someone the other day who had just been to
look round. She was really impressed by the facilities
being provided and felt that those who have criticised the
project in the past should have a look for themselves. It is
also good to know that Jane Darlington of
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation, who has been
managing the contribution from our anonymous donor,
visited the building and was very impressed.
We are hoping to organise an open evening towards the
end of April when all will be invited to look around this
excellent new facility; watch for details.
The Management Committee has had a number of
meetings, and has started to get things organised. A
website has been created, and this will soon have
information appearing, including an online calendar
showing when the hall is available for hire. Meanwhile, if you are interested in finding out how to
hire the hall, contact our acting administrator by email on enquiries.tillagehall@gmail.com or by
phone on 07597 520327.
Meanwhile, the Management Committee still welcomes new volunteers. If you are interested in
helping, please contact us using the email above; you will be very welcome, especially if you can
contribute a specific skill and / or have experience in running a community facility.

It’s your building - help us to make it a success

Tuesday, May 17th, 2011
7.30 pm

Come and discuss what your
Parish Council has been doing

during the last year

Venue TBA (hopefully in the
Tillage Hall)


